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Hello!  For those of you who have not heard, we have a new WMA in the county.  The Sweet Home WMA organized this spring to become Lavaca County’s 6th WMA.  We now have co-ops countywide that represent about 450 landowners and about 142,000 acres.  Keep up the good work!  Make your plans now to attend your fall WMA meetings.  I will make harvest recommendations, and issue permits at the meetings.  If you want your permits, you should really try to get them at the fall meeting. I can be hard to find this time of year.   If your can’t make your scheduled meeting, contact me and we will arrange for you to attend one of the other WMA meetings.

Any one running spotlight lines must be sure to call both our Game Warden, Kerry Peterson @ 361-594-2634 and the Lavaca County Sheriff’s Office @ 361-798-2121 before each run.

Everyone must turn in herd composition data if you would like to receive permits this year. 

A herd composition data form is included in the newsletter.   Make copies as needed.

(Would everyone with e-mail please e-mail Gene Rees @ greestpw@techisp.com so that I can get your address?  In the future we will send your newsletters electronically to save time and money.

( Anyone that plans to let the young folks from the 4-H Shooting Sports hunt deer on your property needs to contact me at 361-798-2625 or by e-mail immediately so that I can contact the club leaders and organize this year’s hunts.  Please consider this seriously.  We all need to do our best to get the younger generation involved in hunting, fishing, and other related outdoor activities.

(Be sure to enter the Hallettsville K. of C. Big Buck Contest.    We will have a representative at the fall meetings for your convenience or you can print the entry form from their web page @ www.kchall.com.  Then click on the Big Buck Contest Link to get to the entry form.  This newsletter is also on the K. of C. web page on the Big Buck Contest Link.

(There will be a hog/coyote-hunting contest this year during the deer season.  More details later.

(Have you completed the Hunter Education Course (if applicable)? 

(Everyone that leases property for hunting needs a lease license.  A WMA lease license form in the Ag. Extension Service at 312 South LaGrange in Hallettsville, by my office.  I will also have them at the fall meetings. You need to sign two forms, one for this year and one for next year.   Call me if you have any questions. 

(Your 2000-2001 membership dues are due at your fall meetings.

(The Lavaca County Wildlife Association (LCWA) Annual Post Harvest Meeting will be Saturday, January 27, at the American Legion Hall in Hallettsville.  Make plans now to attend.  TPWD will have their laser shooting equipment and the 4-H folks will have a pellet gun booth for young folks to test their skills.   There will be an excellent program followed by a delicious meal.  There will be a raffle and door prizes for anyone who is feeling lucky.  We would like for everyone to help get door prizes if you can. Our goal is to make this meeting better than last year and I think we are well on the way.  Contact me if you have any suggestions to help improve the meeting and/or would like to get involved with the preparations. 

(Everyone should try to attend the TPW Expo in Austin September 30 and October 1, especially if you have kids. I will give you more details at your meetings or you can call 1-800-792-1112.

(Let’s be courteous to our neighbors and not put stands or feeders close to fence lines.

(Please make a point to attend your co-op’s fall meeting.  Bring your spouse and children. If you have lease hunters, get them involved. I look forward to seeing you at the meetings.

Gene Rees, 304 South LaGrange, Hallettsville, TX 77964, 361-798-2625, greestpw@techisp.com
TEXAS WILDLIFE CO-OP ORGANIZATION ANNOUNCES CONFERENCE

The Texas Organization of Wildlife Management Associations (TOWMA) will hold a wildlife symposium in conjunction with its first statewide conference in Kerrville on September 8th and 9th at the Inn of the Hills Conference Resort. TOWMA was formed in 1996 to provide a forum for exchange of information among a growing number of co-ops.  The goal of the organization is to sustain the growth and development of wildlife cooperatives. TOWMA boasts a membership of over 44 wildlife management associations with more than 1,400,000 acres and over 2,700 landowners.

At 1:00 PM Bill Armstrong of the Kerr Wildlife Management Area will give a slide presentation on deer and habitat management.  After the slide presentation, attendees will board transportation to the Kerr WMA for a tour of the area and deer study pens.  After returning to the Inn of the Hills, a catered dinner social will be held outdoors by the pool, weather permitting. A hospitality room, complete with snacks and beverages, will be open during the social hours. 

The wildlife program will begin at 9:00 AM, Saturday, September 9th.  Notable speakers from various agencies around the state will cover topics on wildlife stewardship, habitat management, deer, turkey, quail, and other wildlife.  The program will also include a panel of landowners from various types of co-ops discussing their associations and answering questions from the audience.  There will be a luncheon and a special guest speaker during the noon hour.  The program will wrap up around 4:00 PM. 

There is plenty to see and do in Kerrville for those guests not attending the field day or program.  Museums, antique shops, galleries, and studios just to name a few.  Two of the most popular places are James Avery Craftsman and the Cowboy Artists of America Museum.  Shuttle transportation will be available for museum and shopping tours from the Inn of the Hills to stops within Kerrville.

The Inn of the Hills has blocked a limited number of rooms at a group rate of $65 single or double for Thursday, Friday, and/or Saturday nights (September 7th, 8th, & 9th).  You must make your own reservations by August 24th to get the group rate.  Phone (800) 292-5690 and reference the TOWMA conference to make your reservations.

Early registration for the conference is $25 per person and includes the noon luncheon on Saturday. After August 24th registration for the conference will be $35 per person. Transportation fees to the Kerr WMA or museum and shopping tours are $10 per person.  Tickets for the catered dinner social on Friday evening are $15 per person.  Spouses and other guests not attending the Kerr WMA program/tour or Saturday program/luncheon are exempt from the $25/$35 conference registration fee.  Meals and transportation cannot be guaranteed if registration is not received by September 2nd.  Conference registration will be limited to 230.  For additional information call Jack Holman at (979) 263-5077.  Send check or money order to: TOWMA, C/O Larry Whigham (Treasurer), 16100 McCraven School Road, Washington, Texas 77880.     

EARLY REGISTRATION BY AUGUST 24, 2000

Name:      ______________________________________  

Address:  ______________________________________


   ______________________________________

Phone #:  ______________________________________

Early/Late Conference Registration
$25/$35

x  __________  =  ____________________

Kerr Tour Transportation

$10

x  __________  =  ____________________

Friday Evening Catered Dinner Social
$15 

x  __________  =  ____________________

Museum & Shopping Tour Shuttle
$10

x  __________  =  ____________________








TOTAL DUE   =  ____________________ 






COLLECTING HERD COMPOSITION DATA
Do not send herd composition or spotlight line data to Gene Rees.  Send all data to the addresses listed below.

1. Vienna WMA members will send their data to Ed McCrumb, RR 1 Box 69T, Hallettsville, TX 77964.   You need to have your data to Ed by Sept. 1.

2. Sweet Home WMA members will send their data to J.C. Hermes, 1015 E. Gonzales, Yoakum, TX 77995.  You need to have your data to J.C. by Sept. 8.

3. South Central Lavaca County members will send their data to Doug Grahmann, RR 3 Box 7279, Hallettsville, TX 77964. You need to have your data to Doug by Sept. 8.

4. Honey Creek WMA members will send their data to Paul Marek, 2023 Candlelight Place, Houston, TX 77018. You need to have your data to Paul by Sept. 8.

5. West Sandy Creek WMA members will send their data to Bradley Johnston, 7781 State HWY 185, Victoria, TX 77905. You need to have your data to Bradley by Sept. 8.

6. Rocky Creek WMA members will send their data to Mike Jurica, 2179 LCR 229, Schulenburg, TX 78956. You need to have your data to Mike by Sept. 8.  Anyone in Rocky Creek that would like to harvest does should contact Gene Rees immediately.
Please be sure to total your sightings to the right and down before sending in your forms.  Also be sure to fill in WMA name and Ranch name.  Please have your data in on time.
It is essential that every one collect herd composition data. Without data I cannot make harvest recommendations for your ranch. Please follow the instructions precisely.

Herd Composition data (often called incidental observations) may be the most valuable data collected on a deer herd.  When properly collected, herd composition data can reflect the overall health of a herd and help guide the manager in making proper harvest recommendations.
Herd composition data should be collected during August.  The fawns have become a part of the herd by this time, yet they are small enough to be easily distinguished from adult deer.  Observations outside this period may result in inaccurate data.  Observations may be collected any time during the day.  However, the first and last hours of daylight are often the most productive for deer seen per hour of effort.  Observations should not be collected at night because it is too difficult to correctly identify sex and size.
All deer recorded must be viewed through binoculars or a spotting scope. Small antlers are easily overlooked without optical aids.  Fawns whose spots have started to fade are also hard to distinguish when they are observed alone.  Be sure to look at the hips of deer that you think could possibly be fawns because the hips are the last place to lose spots.
When observing deer in herds it is important that each deer be identified.  If a herd of six deer is seen but only four are positively identified, do not record any of the deer.  If there are two bucks, three does, and one fawn in a herd, you may easily identify the bucks but may not be sure of the other four unless they are all individually identified.  When a herd is seen, quickly get a total head count, then go back and positively identify bucks first because they are easiest, then identify fawns, and finally, identify the does making sure not to miss small antlered bucks.
Collect as many samples as you can.  A minimum of 1 deer per 5 acres should be identified. If possible, a larger sample size is desirable to strengthen the data and increase the confidence in the harvest recommendations.  Observations can be made during routine ranch operations or as a special effort.  Observing the same deer recorded on a previous count is not a concern.  If a conscientious effort is made to record accurate data, a small amount of duplicate recording should not affect the ratio.  All deer should be recorded as a buck, doe, or fawn.  Recording bucks according to number of antler points is also beneficial.  
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YOUR WMA NEWS

The Rocky Creek WMA meeting will be held at the Moravia Store at 7:00 PM on October 14, 2000. The meeting will feature a speaker (to be announced later) and a meal served around 8:00 to 8:30 p.m.  Please remember to contact your friends and neighbors that might be interested in this program. If you have any questions, please contact me at 979-743-4378 (w) or 562-2335 (h) 

Be sure to send herd composition and spotlight data to me by Sept. 8, 2000. See you there!

Michael Jurica 

The West Sandy Creek WMA fall meeting will be held on Friday, September 29, 2000, at 7:00 p.m. at the Lions Club in Sheridan.

We currently have 31 active members and 25,650 acres in the WSCWMA.  If you know of anyone that needs information, have them get in touch with me. Be sure to send herd composition and spotlight data to Bradley by Sept. 8, 2000.  Thanks,  

Bruce Agnes 512-327-3422


The Sweet Home WMA meeting will be Sept. 16, 2000 at the Sweet Home Parish Hall at 7:00 P.M.  We will have a meal and a program.  Harvest recommendations will be made at the meeting.

Be sure to send herd composition and spotlight data to me by Sept. 8, 2000
Jake Hermes



The South Central Lavaca County WMA will hold its annual pre-harvest meeting at 7:30 p.m. Friday, September 22, 2000 at St. Mary’s Parish Center, in St. Mary’s.  A meal of stew and potatoes will be served after the business meeting.  All members are asked to bring a side dish.

I will have gate signs for you members who have not received one.  Your $10.00 dues are due at or before the meeting. Gene will issue permits at the meeting. If you have any pictures of meetings or events please bring them to the meeting for a scrapbook.

The following information is for some of our new members who may not be familiar with the association.  The SCLCWMA was organized in the fall of 1995 by a group of landowners concerned about the quality of deer and deer habitat in the Ezzell and surrounding areas.  The SCLCWMA started with about 12,000 acres and has grown to 38,840 acres and 110 members in about 5 years.  Two meetings are held each year, one in September and the other in January.  Some members/landowners have met their neighbors for the first time at these meetings.  One of the main goals of the SCLCWMA is to produce quality antlered bucks.  We are working toward this goal by reducing the number of bucks harvested and trying to harvest only mature bucks.  By reducing buck kill and harvesting does we hope to be able to get the doe to buck ratio close to 2 does per buck.  By improving deer habitat, predator control, and providing supplemental food with food plots and high protein deer pellets, we hope to improve the quality of the deer herd and improve the fawn crop in the area.  

The officers and members wish to extend an invitation for anyone in the area who is interested in deer management to make this meeting and think about joining this association.   

President-Doug Grahmann-361-798-2048; Vice President-Donnie Steffek-361-798-4647

Secretary/Treasurer-Charlie Leopold-361-798-4482; Ex.  Director-Mark Barton-512-741-6902

The offices of president and secretary are up for election.   Please be thinking of someone to nominate for secretary.  Charlie has already served two terms (4 years) and is not eligible for re-election.  Be sure to send herd composition and spotlight data to me by Sept. 8, 2000
See you at the meeting,

Doug

The Vienna Wildlife Management Association will hold it’s fall meeting on Saturday, September 9th, 2000 at 7:00 p.m. at St. Mary’s Parish Center. A meal and drinks will be served.  Please bring a covered dish, a dessert, or anything to compliment the meal.  This is a family affair; your spouse and children are welcome.  We currently have 121 active members and over 42,000 acres in the VWMA.  We have a prospective membership list of 28.  If you know of anyone interested in joining or needs information, please have them give me a call, or invite them to this meeting. Talk with your neighbors; get them interested in our co-op, and what the co-op can do for them.

Be sure to send herd composition and spotlight data to me by Sept.1.   If you have questions about this form, call Gene or me. This DATA is needed for Gene to make harvest recommendations, and issue DOE PERMITS.   DOE PERMITS will be issued at this meeting.

Thanks,   

Ed McCrumb 361-798-5765

(To get to St. Mary’s Parish Center take 90-A west from Hallettsville to FM 340. Take a right on 340.  Hall is about 2 miles on right.

The Honey Creek WMA will hold its fall meeting Saturday Sept. 23, 2000 at 5:00 p.m. at the Sublime Baptist church community center in Sublime on Lavaca Cty. Rd. 146. If you have any new members or neighbors please encourage them to come.  We will discuss Spotlight surveys/ herd composition, Membership report, and Doe permits.  If you have any topics to be discussed please give me a call. We will have a stew supper and if you would like to bring a side dish or dessert it would be greatly appreciated. If you have any questions please call me at 713-688-6811. 

Be sure to send herd composition and spotlight data to me by Sept. 8, 2000.    

Thanks,
Paul Marek  

IMPORTANT DATES AND DEADLINES


All herd composition and spotlight line data will go to your WMA representative. See dates and addresses below.  Do not send the data to Gene Rees.


Texas Organization of Wildlife Management Associations’ 1st Annual Convention and TWA Field Day, Kerrville, Friday and Saturday, September 8 and 9.


Vienna WMA meeting Saturday, September 9.


Sweet Home WMA meeting Saturday, September 16.


South Central Lavaca County WMA meeting Friday, September 22.


Honey Creek WMA meeting Saturday, September 23.


West Sandy Creek WMA meeting Friday, Sept. 29.


Wildlife Expo at TPW Austin Headquarters, Saturday and Sunday, September 30 and October 1. 


Rocky Creek WMA meeting Saturday, October 14. 


Lavaca County Wildlife Association Post-Harvest meeting Saturday, January 27.                       


        See newsletter for details
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